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For I could wiſh that myſelf were accur- 
fed from Chrift, for my Brethren, my 
 Kinſmen, according to the Fleſh. _ 


N the two preceeding Verſes we find 
1 the Apoſtle, with the moſt ſolemn Aſ- 
ſeverations, declaring his unfeigned 
rief for the Infidelity of the Jes, 
and, in the Words of my Text, he goes on to 
expreſs thoſe ſtrong Sentiments of natural Affecti- 
on which he entertained towards the. 

By his wiſhing himſelf accurſed (or ſeparated) 
from Chriſt for their Sakes, we may either un- 
derſtand the Apoſtle as deſiring to lay down his 
Life, that he might thereby be rendered incapable 
ot promoting the Intereſts of the Goſpel, and de- 
prived of the Honour of converting the Gentiles 
to the Knowledge of the Truth, if, by this Means, 
he might be able to prevent the Rejection of hig 

Countrymen. - ap +1 
In this View of the Words we may ſuppoſe the 
Apoſtle had an Eye to thoſe Expreſſions made uſe 
of by Moſes, the great Lawgiver of the Hraelites, 
when he implores the divine Forgiveneſs for the 
Sin of Idolatry, of which that People had been, 
1 - - Sm guilty ; 


( 2 
guilty: Yet now, if thou wilt, forgive their Sin; 
and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy Book 


which thou haſt written, Exod. xxxli. 32. q. d. 


Let my Life atone for their Guilt, and eraze my 
Name from the Liſt of thoſe Who are to enter the 


Vand of Promiſe. 9 , 


Or it we take the Words in a * Senſe, we 
may then conſider the Apoſtle as ſpeaking in a 
Hyperbole, a- Figure which deſcribes Things a- 
bove what they really are, which is frequently 


to be met with in Scripture, and what he himſelf 


makes uſe of on other Occaſions. In this Lighr 
then, we behold this divine Apoſtle raiſing our Ad- 


miration, in a Tranſport of heroic Enthutiaſm, ſal- 


lying be yond the Bounds of Nature, that he might 
more fully diſplay the Fetvour and Vehemence of 

that affectionate Concern he bore to his Country. 
For to take the Words in this Senſe, as ſtrictly 
and literally true, and diveſted of all Figure, were 
making the Apoſtle deſire his own utter Miſery 
and Ruin, making him tranſgreſs the firſt Prin- 
ciples of Self- preſervation, and deſtroy that inſe- 


parable Connexion which God has eſtabliſhed be- 
rween our Duty and our final Happineſs. | 


Now in whatever of the Senſes we conſider the 
Words, whether as importing a voluntary Reſi- 
gnation of Life, or as including a bold figurative 
Meaning, they are the Image of a Heart ftored 


with the moſt generous and humane Diſpoſirions. 


I cannot help obſerving likewiſe, how the A- 
poſtle, in the following Verſes, ſeems to ſlide in- 
ſenſibly into the Enumeration of the particular 


Privileges, by which Providence had diſtinguiſh- 


ed thoſe his Kinſmen and Brethren; like one who 


1 ra in —_— che Accompliſkments 0 a 
ear 
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dear Friend; like an indulgent Parent, wilio loves 
to dwell on the good Qualities of a favourite 
Child: Who: are Iſraclites, ſays he, to whom per- 
taincth the Adoption, and the Glory, and the Cove= 
nants, and the giving of the Law, and the Service 
F God, and the Promiſes ; whoſe are the Fathers, 


and of whom, as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came. 


Having made theſe few curſory Obſervations 
on the Words of the Apoſtle, I preſume, my Bre- 
thren, they will ſufficiently plead my Excuſe for 


entertaining you at preſent on this Subject, by 


throwing together a-tew Thoughts concerning the 
Nature of this publick Affection, a Subject ar all 
Times worthy of our moſt ſerious Attention, and 
which, conſidering. the preſent Poſture of Affairs 
in this Iſland, cannot ſurely be diſagreeable to a- 
ny one, who has the ſmalleſt Remains of Integri- 
ty, Kindneſs of Heart, or Conſideration, 


In diſcourſing therefore upon this Subject, I 


ſhall, through the divine Aſſiſtance, 
In the irt Place, enquire wherein this Love to 


dur Country conſiſts, and what are its genuine Cha- 
racteriſticks. | 


Secondly, Shall ſhew how far this Virtue extends, 


and endeavour to aſcertain its proper Limitations, 
Thirdly, Shall ſuggeſt ſome Things to prove the 
Excellency of this virtuous Affection; 

And then, ſhall conclude with ſome Application. 
As to the n of theſe, viz. What are the ge- 
nuine Characteriſticks of a true Love to our Coun- 
try, and wherein this Virtue conſiſts. | 
Hirt, It conſiſts in extenſive good Wiſhes to 
all thoſe who breathe the ſame native Air with 
_ ourſelves. Theſe Habits of Kindneſs muſt not be 
. confined. ſolely to * who happen to be * 
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the Sphere of our particular Friendſhip, our K in- 
dred or Acquaintance; but they mutt likewiſe be 
carried on to them whole Intereſts and Principles 


are not perhaps directly the fame with our own; 


to them who have even perſonally injured us, and 
to thoſe whoſe Countenances we never beheld; 
reflecting, that in the ſame Nation we firſt drew 
the Breath of Life; that there we have been nou- 
riſned and protected in common, have been Fel- 
'low-ſharers of the ſame Privileges, and perhaps 
Fellow-ſufferers; how naturally will we be led 
to overlook every Party- diſtinction, to make ten- 
der Allowances for every human Infirmity, and 
to conſider the whole of our Countrymen as ſtand- 
ing connected with us by the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
endearing Relations? | | 


/ 


Secondly, This Virtue conſiſts not only in con- 
ceal'd Acts of the Mind, but theſe will alſo diſplay 


_ themſelves, by prompring us on to uſe our utmoſt 


Endeavours in promoting the common Happineſs. 
To this End we will nor think it barely enough, 
that, in our private Stations, we render others 
happy by our Beneficence, by ſetting an Example 
of Temperance, of Induſtry, of Religion and in- 
offenſive Virtue; bur, laying alide every recluſe 
and ſetfiſh Motive, all Peeviſhneſs and Pride, turn- 
ing a deaf Ear to the alluring Voice of Sloth, of 
Eaſe and InaQtivity, we will uſe every lawful 
Means to render our Influence more extenſive, 
and generouſly devote our Abilities to the com- 
mon Service of Mankind: And thus we ſhall not 
only gratify an Ambition, which, when well di- 
rected, is laudable, is rational, and promote our 
own (Which is included in the general) Welfare; 
bur ſhall alſo tread in the ſame. Steps, and pay a 
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Tribute of cas the 3 of thoſe who 
have gone before us, by whoſe good Endeavours, 
at the Expence of whoſe Blood and Treaſure, the 
Bleſſings we ar preſent enjoy were purchaſed; and, 
at the ſame time, we ſhall have the Pleaſure to 
think, that we are acting our Part, in ſecuring the 
Happineſs of Ages yer unborn. | 
- Thirdly, A true Love to our Country will diſ- 
cover itſelf in a chearful Obedience, and peace» 
able Submiſſion to its La we. 2 11115 
This, my Brethren, is no more than a ſimple 
Return of Juſtice for that Protection, and thoſe 
Rights by them ſecured to us; for, by our being 
Members of the Community, and partaking of 
the common Advantages, we directly ſtipulate 
our Fidelity, we bring ourſelves under the ſtrict- 
eſt Obligations of due Obſervance, we give our 
expreſs Conſent to the Equity and ſupreme Pow- 
er of the Laws, and that they are not to be vio- 
Jared without Deprivation of Privileges. A natu- 
Tal Conſequence of this Subjection will be, a due 
Deterence to Magiſtrates and Judges, who are 
clothed with the Powers of the People, and a ſu- 
perior Regard and ſincere Allegiance to our right- 
tul Sovereign, whole Perſon is rendered ſacred by 
the Society's having concurred to arm him with 
the Sword of Juſtice, and entruſt him with the ſu- 
preme Execution of the Laws. But this is not all, 
for he, who is truly poſſeſt of this publick Affe- 
-Etion, will yet go farther; he will endeavour, to 
the utmoſt of his Power, ſo far as is conſiſtent with 
Truth, to preſerve and improve in others the high- 
eſt Veneration for the eſtabliſhed Laws, whether 
civil or religious, and will not give way to a ſilly 
Vanity, to an Affectation of ſingular and uncom- 


( 


mon 
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mon Diſcerment, in bg thoſe 'Things the 
Subject of Mirth and Ridicule, which, by the 
major Part of Mankind, are look'd on as ſacred 
and important; bur, on the contrary, he will e- 
ver pay a Degree of Reſpect to the Cuſtoms of 
his Country, eſpecially ſuch as are innocenr and 


_ uſeful, and have a Tendency to promote the Pra- 


ctice of thoſe Duties which are not within the 
Compaſs of the publick Statutes; that have a Ten- 
dency to promote the Exerciſe of thoſe Offices 
which are ſocial, generous and triendly. 
Fourthly, This publick Affection will manifeſt 
itſelf, in vigorouſly aſſerting and defending the 
Liberties of our Country, when they are invaded, 
and in Danger of being loſt. mY 91 7 
For when this comes to be the unhappy Caſe, 
then to remain ſilent and unconcerned Spectators, 
then to continue in a State of Neutrality, when 
no Force is put upon us, to hinder us from ſer- 


ving the common Cauſe, argues the moſt unparal- 


lelled Meanneſs of Soul, is a ſad Sign of the moſt 
wretched daſtardly Principles, a Conduct but little 


inferior, I had almoſt ſaid, equally criminal with 


thar of the Invaders, and can be conſtructed as no 
better than a tacit Approbation of their pernicious 
Deſigns. 75 4 ufo | 


But how widely different from this 1s the Con- 
duct of the true, the undiſguiſed and open-heart- 


ed Patriot! He, when called to expoſe himſelf in 
Defence of his Country, generouſly ſpurning eve- 
ry ſelfiſh and private Regard, ſuperior to every 


domeſtick Conſideration, and diſperſing his friend- 
Iy AﬀeCtions in a wider Circle, chearfully risks 


his Life, his Fortune, his All; and bravely con- 


temns every perſonal Danger, that he may accom- 


pliſh 


* 
pliſh the great Deſign; that he may immortalize 
his Name, either in recovering and ſecuring the 
general Happineſs, or falling a glorious Victim a- 
midſt the Ruins of Liberty. ; 
The Second. Thing propoſed was, to aſcertain 
the proper Limitations of this Love to our Coun- 


And, in general, we muſt heware, left this Vir- 
tue interfere with, and encroach upon any: other 
Duty, eſpecially thoſe of higher Force and Obli- 
gation, ſuch as the Love of God, and that more 
extenſive Good- will we owe to the whole of Man- 
kind; and this alſo, like all other Duties, muſt 
be corrected and tempered with Prudence, which 
adds a peculiar Gracefulneſs to every Virtue, which 
preſcribes the Times and the Seaſons, the Degrees 
and due Bounds, beyond which even Virtue itſelf 
changes its Name. But more particularly, 
In the frft Place, we muſt beware, leſt this Love 
to our Country urge us on ro deſire, or occaſions 
Breach of publick Faith. N 50 
For thereby we ſhould not only tranſgreſs that 
univerſal Charity we ought to entertain towards 
the whole Species of Mankind, as I juſt now hint- 
ed, bur, in place of ſerving, ſhould really injure 
our Country; becauſe Fidelity, and ſtrict Adhe- 
rence to Treaties, is that which will raiſe the Cha- 
racter of a Nation, will give it a ſuperior Sway in 
every publick Trariſaction, render it ſecure at home 
and formidable abroad. Whereas the contrary 
Conduct muſt raiſe the Suſpicion and Diſtruſt of 
its Friends and Allies, make it the Scorn and De- 
riſion of its Neighbours, and expoſe it as an eaſy 
Prey to its Enemies. 1751 5111 K 
- And indeed what good End: could a "—_ 
ans fully 


| (SJ . 
. fully poſſeſt of every Thing neceſſary for their ge- 
* neral Convenience and Support, propoſe to them» 
1 ſelves, if, ſucceeding in Acts of publick Falſhood 
and Treachery, they ſhould gain new Acquiſitin 
ons, or greater Extent of Territory? From Hi- 
ſtory and Experience it appears, that when once 
a Nation has reached that Pitch of Grandeur, aa 
to be able to call itſelf free and independent, after 
that, whatever new Conqueſts their Ambition 
prompts them on to make, they are but ſo many 
certain (though perhaps flow) Advances to their 
being enſlaved; for by this Means their Love of 
Liberty is converted into a reſtleſs Deſire of uni- 
verſal Empire and Tyranny; and their Eyes be- 
ing turned from their domeſtick Concerns, to ſuch 
as are foreign and extraneous, they are left to the 
Mercy of every cunning and daring Deceiver, who, 
having a quick Senſe of the Failings, and a deep, 
Inſight into the weak Side of human Nature, is 
capable of wriggling himſelf into the good Opini- 
on of the Inconſiderate, and of wreſting the Con- 
ſtitution to his dark Deſigns; and then, by ſo 
much as they were exalted, by ſo much will their 
Miſery be the greater, and more keenly felt; and 
even thoſe who formerly groaned under their 
Yoke, ſhall then triumph over them with redou- 
bled Vengeance. 27e | 
- Secondly, Nor muſt this publick Virtue make us 
neglect thoſe Duties incumbent upon us in our re- 
ſpective private Capacities, unleſs when lawfully 
called to do ſo. ie e 8. 
For the regular Practice of thoſe private good Fs 
Offices in Times of Peace, the Performance ot | _- 
thoſe moral and religious Duties to which we are 
bound as Men and Chriſtians, will enlarge our 
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grity, will command the ſecret Reſpect and Es 
ſteem even of the vitious and profane, and be the 
moſt certain Way to enable us to do the mote 6+ 
minent Service; when our Country demands it: I 
ſay, when our Country demands it; for we muſt 
earefully diftinguiſh the Voice of an injured Nartts 
on from the Trumpet of Sedition and Tumult; 
the Clamours of Diſaffection, and the diſeontent- 
ed Murmurs and fretful Saturnine of difappointed 
Tpiraly, In the Exerciſe of this Virtue, pattictis 
larly when the Rights of our Country are to be 
defended, we muſt carefully weigh the Danger 
on both Sides. FL; r FU Fe 


Without cowardly Dejection on the one Hand, 


or a Profuſion of Life on the other, we are to 
eonſider in a cool and unbiaſſed Manner, whether 
the Risk we are to run may not bring a Loſs and 
Burden upon the Society, greater than all the Ad · 


vantages we are able to procure to it; and whes 


ther we are not able, by our Counſels or othets 
wiſe, to ſerve our Country more effectually than 
by our Arms. This deliberate View of Things 
however ſuppoſes, that our Determinations are 
purely in our own Choice you when the Legifltas 

ture fees fit to preſcribe what Part we are to act; 


and will be laid aſide by every good and obedi- 
enr Subject. | TE | HG eee 
Thus, my Brethren, in a few Inſtances, have I 
endeavoured to mark om the Boundaries of this 
publick- ſpirited Virtue, in which, however, I have 
not fo much confideted its Exceſs, as its mif= 


taken and wrong Direction; for it is to be la- 
| B mene, 
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then all private Conſiderations muſt be ſuperſeded, 


0 
0 
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; { TO | 
mented, that the GA of this Virtue, in no 
more than its due Extent, is what ſeldom exiſts 
har 40 Speculation) bots fp ady jon grevn dt 
I proceed now to the Third Thing propoſed in 
the Method, viz. To point out the Excellency of 
this virtuous Affectio on. 
And the Excellence of this Love to our Coun- 
try will fully appear, if we reflect, that it puri- 
fies and exalts the Mind, and gives room for the 
Exerciſe of thoſe humane Diſpoſitions which are 
the Ornament of our Nature. There are certain 
Principles inherent in the Mind- of Man, previous 
to all Senſe of Want, or Neceſſity of mutual Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Protection, which confeſs him to be a 


Creature naturally formed for Society; and, ac- 


cording as theſe are moxe or leſs exerted and im- 
proven, they will contribute to heighten or depre- 
tiate Character. Such are the Principles of Com- 
paſſion and Sympathy, the Deſire of doing kind 
and diſintereſted Actions, Gratitude for Benefits 
received, and, in ſhort, every virtuous Feeling of 
c wor; T6713 
; Now at the ſame time that we are poſſeſt of 
this publick Affection, we. are likewiſe furniſhed 
with a. large Field, whereon we may diſplay, and 
give an extenſive Scope to thoſe generous ſocial 
Diſpoſitions which humanize our Natures, and e- 
minently contribute to render them happy. Thus, 
for Inſtance, our Compaſſion is no longer confined 
to a few, but is diffuſed and carried on to Num- 
bers, in whoſe Mis fortunes our friendly Sympa- 
thy intereſts us, by inſpiring us with a delicate 
Fellow- feeling, with a tender Senſe of Woe, 
which is pleaſurable, ſo far as rational, and agree- 
able to Nature; and at the ſame time we are taught 
Lubeck | 2 to 
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to rejoyce and take Share in the common Happir 


neſs of Millions of Mankind. In the ſame Man- 
ner every other virtuous and benevolent Diſpoſiti- 
on becomes ſtill more virtuous, acquires a great- 
er Degree of Dignity, and gives us higher Mea- 
ſures of Self- approbation, in proportion as it is di- 
rected towards a greater Number of Objects, and 
according as its Exertions are more capacious and 


univerſal. But this Affection to our Country fur- 


ther ennobles and dignifies our Nature, in ſo far 


as it weakens and deſtroys thoſe pernicious Paſſi- | 


ons which are the Foes to Goodneſs. Who, that 
conſiders his Countrymen as his Friends, his Bre- 


thren and Kinſmen, will calmly indulge himſelf 
in Rage or Hate, in Malice or Envy, in Revenge 


or Cruelty towards them? Who, that wiſhes to 
do good to Mankind, would chuſe to incapacitate 
himſelf from performing it, by harbouring thoſe 
deformed deſtructive Gueſts, thoſe malevolent un- 
pitying Self-rormentors? -, | 288 9/950, 
But the Excellence of this publick Affection is 
ſtill more brightly ſeen, When we reflect, that it 


aſſimilates our Nature to the Divine, that it ren- 


ders us in Tome Meaſure like God, who is Love 
itſelf unmixed and unconfined, the Streams of 
whoſe unfailing Goodneſs retreſh every Creature 
that exiſts within the boundleſs Circle of his own 
Omnipreſence ; every Creature, ſave thoſe ' who 
have voluntarily excluded themſelves from being 
Objects of Mercy, and whoſe Puniſhment is con- 
ducive to the Happineſs of the whole. 

And indeed it is ſcarce poſſible to figure out 
human Nature in a Character ſo great and ſo love- 
ly as that of a true Patriot, a ſincere and gene- 
rous Lover of his C Whether we 9 
DHA 2 er 
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dier him as ecſkviet the 25 of Peace, laying 
out his whole Abilities in conſulting the propereſt 
Meaſures for ſecuring the publick Safety, and all 
his Actions bending to this great Aim; whether 
we view him in the Field, bravely ſmiling in the 
Face of Danger, his Breaſt filled with the moſt 
refined exalted Sentiments, and all on Fire in the 
glorious Cauſe of Liberty; or whether we behold 
Ein bleeding under the oppreſſive Hand of Ty+ 
ranny, and breathing out his laſt in ſupporting the 
religious and civil Rights of Mankind. A Sight 
the moſt moving and intereſting! A Sight which 
Heaven itſelf delights to ſurvey! | 
Thus, my Brethren, have ſhortly endeavours 
ed to paint out the genuine Marks, the Extent, 
and the Dignity of this Love to our Country. 
I ſhall now conclude this Diſcourſe with ſome 
Application. i 
And in the r Place, from the Words of the 
Apoſtle as explained, and from what has been ſaid 
agreeable thereto, and, I hope, conſonant to that 
Spirit of Love that breathes through the whole of 
pur holy Religion, let me be allowed to vindicate 
Chriſtianity from that Objection made againſt it 
by its Adverſaries, That it nowhere recommends 
this publick Affection. HE | 
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Beſides its being included in that more exten- 

five Scheme of univerſal Charity and Good-will 

recommended by the Goſpel, beſides its being re- 

commended by the Example of our Bleſſed Lord, 

by that ftrict Obedience and tender Regard he 

paid to the eſtabliſhed Laws of his native Country, 

we have it here inculcated upon us in a Manner 

equally binding as Precept itſelf, by thoſe high 

FExpreſſions in its Favour made uſe of by the m 
129 = - KS : ang 


DS a +2 - > 


o 7 


va 
as 


ww OT UW CT .HwoTÞ *Þ 


— = 
and moſt eminent 4 the Apoſtles, who had the 


largeſt Portion of the Spirit, who was himſelf the 


moſt ſucceſsful, and the greateſt Maſter of Perſua- 


ſion, and to whom the hidden Treaſures of anci- 


ent Wiſdom were familiarly known. : 
Nor indeed is it eaſy to conceive how Chriſtia- 
nity in thoſe early Days could more directly en- 
joyn this Virtue, than it has really done. The 
Jeus, at the Appearance of our Saviour in the 
Fleſh, were already a conquered People, and, by 
his Death, their typical and ceremonious Eftabliſh- 


ment was entirely aboliſhed, and binding no more. 


The civil Policy of the other States and Nations, 
where the Apoſtles were ſent to inſtruct chem in 


the Truth, was inſeparably interwoven with a nu- 


merous Train of ſuperſtitious Cuſtoms and idola» 
trous Deluſions. 1 


I This then being the Condition of Mankind, to 


have taught this publick Virtue might either have 
been conſtructed as enjoyning a Regard for their 
reſpective Governments, fo as to yield a willing 
Compliance with their vain Ceremonies and idola- 
trous Worſhip, and that they were bound to de- 
fend theſe to the utmoſt of their Power ; which 
would have been plainly inconſiſtent with the De- 
ſign of the Goſpel. Or, on the other Hand, if 
they had openly recommended this Virtue in a 


Way conſiſtent with the Principles of Chriſtiani- 


ty, it would have been calling upon Men ſudden- 


Ivy to throw off all Subjection to the civil Pow= 
ers, authoriſing every private Perſon to new-model 
the State: And thus the World muſt have been 


rendered a melancholy Scene ot tumultuous Diſ- 
order, of Blood and Deſolation. | FEED 


And therefore the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel 


contented 
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contented themſelves with giving only ſome indi- 
rect Hints of this Virtue, and enjoyning Submif- 
fion to Magiſtrates, ſo far as might be done with 
a good Conſcience, teaching their Followers pati- 
ently to bear with the Errors of the World, till 
difpelled by the increaſing Brightneſs of Truth, 
that would, by gradual Advances, diſcover the 
Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity, in their 
Conſequences and all their Latitude. _ 

Secondly, From what has been ſaid, let me ex- 
hort you to cheriſh this publick Affection as a 
neceſſary Part of that univerſal Goodneſs enjoyn- 


ed by the Goſpel. The Reſtraints that ſubſiſted 


in the infant State of the Chriſtian Church are 


now happily removed, and we are at Liberty, nay 


4 * 


its full Extent, and in all its Branches. h 

For it is our peculiar Happineſs to live under a 
Conſtitution, that gives the fulleſt Encouragement 
for the Exerciſe of every Chriſtian Duty, and, at 
the ſame time, binds to the Performance of them, 
ſo far as is conſiſtent with Liberty of Conſcience, 
that ſignal Privilege of the Britiſb Nation. 

It is our Happineſs, my Brethren, to be bleſt 
with a Conſtitution, which, as to its civil Privile- 
ges, is perhaps as near to Perfection, as any that 


it is become our Duty, to practiſe this Virtue in 


ever yet took place; and taking our religious Ad- 


vantages into the Account, it can unqueſtionably 
admit of no Claim to Equality. Here we behold 
the happieſt Mixture and Combination of thoſe 
three different Forms of Government, each of 
which has been ſo ſtrenuouſſy maintained to be 
the beſt; and while we are free d from the In- 
conveniencies that muſt be allowed to attend eve» 


1ů 


oo C 0s. 7 | 
ry one of chem ſeparately, we, in a great Meaſure, 
enjoy the conjunct Advantages of them all. 
For the three diſtin&t Powers of our Legiſlature 
are · ſo framed, chat they both reſtrain and affiſt 
each other, and (though they purſue it by diffe- 
rent Ways) have all the ſelf-· ſame End in View, 
which is the Good of the whole: Like ſome uſe- 
ful curious Machine, whoſe ſeveral Wheels and 
Movements (though they act by various Ways, 
and in contrary Direction, yet they) all concur 
to produce the principal Motion for which the Ar- 
tiſt deſigned it. 5 5 


In conſequence of this mütual Harmony, the 
King will be great and potent, ſo long as he pre- 
ſerves his proper Dignity, and yet is no Tyrant; 
the People flouriſhing and free, while incorrupr, 
nor aſpiring at greater Powers" than fall to their 
Share: And though theſe two Extremes ſhould 
come to diſagree, by either of them graſping at 
Privileges which the Conſtitution never allowed 
them, yet even this is a Circumſtance wiſely fore- 
feen, and accordingly: provided againſt, ſince there 
is a third Power to arbitrate their Differences, to 
remove the falſe Weights that may be thrown 
into either Scale, and reſtore the Balance to its 
Juſt and 'equab Poirae. . 

Nor is this all; for our Conſtitution ſuppoſes, 
that the Adminiſtration ſhall be put into the Hands 
of Men, who, as ſuch, muſt be fallible, and there- 
fore makes Proviſion for human Failings and In- 
firmities; nay it even ſuppoſes, that Men, not on- 
ly weak, but alſo of wicked and corrupt Prin- 
ciples, may be entruſted with the Government, 
and therefore has left the moſt effectual Reſource 
to the People, and given us ſuch Security againſt 
N ö the 


16 ) 

the worſt Event of this Kind, that, without ont 
own expreſs Conſent, we never can be enſlaved, 
And what is particularly remarkable, and ſhows 
the Excellence of the Conſtitution in the higheſt 
Light, is this, That our Government has been 
able to ſupport itſelf for more than half a Centus 
ry, even while cheriſhing thoſe, who, by the whole 
Tenor of their Conduct, have diſcovered ſuch 
Principles as are plainly repugnant to every End 
of Government: An Inſtance of publick Clemens» 
SY, 15 which all Hiſtory can ſcarce produce a Pa- 
Tailet : . 1 | bro; 
This much, my Brethren, I thought fit to 'fay 
in Praiſe of that happy Form of Government with 
which the divine Providence has fo eminently bleſt 
us; in order to ſhow how particularly ſtrong our 
Obligations are to the Practice of the Virtue I 
have been recommending, and that we may be 
taught to put: the higheſt Value upon thoſe Li- 
1 we enjoy above all the Nations of the 
arch. Nn | 555 
Nor can I help reflecting here upon the unac- 
countable Conduct of thoſe Perſons, who are juſt 
now attempting to render their Mother-country a 
Field of Horrour and Devaſtation, imbruing their 
guilry Hands in the Blood of their Friends and 
Fellow-citizens, wantonly ſacrificing all publick 
and private Liberty, and putting every Thing that 
is dear and valuable at the Mercy and arbitrary 
Will of a Popiſh Pretender, educated in Rome its 
ſelt. In Rome, once the Mother of Arts, of Li- 
berty and Learning! but now, by the groſſeſt As 
buſe of the pureſt and beſt Religion, become a 
mournful Monument of Ignorance, Idolatry, and 
Monkiſh Superſtition; the Parent of Slavery _ 
245 | p. 
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ſpiricual Tyranny, 80 of ſuch Abſurdities as Pa- 
ganiſm itſeif would bluſh to own, whoſe conſtant 
and un wearied Buſineſs for ſeveral Ages has been, 
improving Religion into a ſecular Traffick, devi- 
ſing new Methods to chain down the Underſtand- 
ings and Conſciences of Men, extirpating every 
Principle that would lead to a Diſcovery of its 


numberleſs Cheats and Impoſitions, or open the 


Eyes of Men to behold the eternal Difference be- 
tween Good and Evil, ens Falſhood, Treas 
chery and Perjury, as religious Duties, and con- 


| ſecrating the blackeſt Murders, the moſt unheard 


of Maſſacres, in the Rank of thoſe Things which 


are highly meritorious, 


To ſay then, that a Perſon, who has been che / 
riſhed and protected in the Boſom of this Church, 
may yet have its manifold Errors in Deteſtation, 
will never paſs with any one who has the leaſt 


Knowledge of that blind unconquerable Bigotry, 


that wild unbridled Zeal, that can endure no Op- 


poſition which reigns in the Hearts of its Vota- 


ties, and is the very Spirit of their Religion: To 
fay, that one ſo highly favoured has come under 
no ſecret Engagements to return the Kindneſs as 
ſoon as ſettled on the Britiſp Throne, were ſup- 
poling the See of Rome willing to give up its dar- 
ling Claim to abſolute Infallibilicy, and lend a 
helping Hand to overturn itſelf, and will never 
be believed by any one who ever heard of Po- 


piſn Craft, of their inſatiable Avarice and Ambi- 


tion, of that unrelenting and deſtroying Hatred, 
which they are commanded to bear towards Pro- 
teſtants. | 

And can we ſuppoſe ſuch an one fit to rule o- 


ver a free People, who never durſt unfetter his 


Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, who never * the Air of Liberty, 
nor ever heard its Voice, but in the Theory of 
Popiſh Civilians, but in diſtant broken Sounds 
from the partial Lips of diſaffected Exiles, and 
Stateſmen in Diſgrace? Can we expect, that a 
Perſon thus educated, and under ſuch Engage- 
ments, will protect us in our Privileges, unleſs 
we are infatuated, unleſs we are over- run with 
the moſt incurable Prejudices, and reſolved to be 
Slaves? Can it be aſſerted, that a Popiſh Prince 
will effectually maintain the Proteſtant Religion? 
Can it be aſſerted. without offering at the ſame 
time ſuch an Inſult upon the common Senſe of 
Mankind, as Popery itſelf, if poſſible, would be 
' athamed of? Bp 
1 As for the Claim of hereditary Right, with 
. which this Perſon pretends to be clothed, (which, 
vain and frivolous as it is, is not altogether be- 
yond Diſpute) it is no leſs than telling a free 
People, that, in ſpite of themſelves, they are his 
Bond-ſlaves, and have been ſo from their Births. 
It is telling them, that now they muſt tor ever |} 
renounce all theſe Principles upon which their Fa- 
thers acted at the Revolution, and take up with 
thoſe which were then diſowned by their keeneſt 
Eſpouſers, that ſo they might contribute their Aſ- & 
ſiſtauce in bringing about that glorious Event. ( 
'Thoſe obſolete, long-loſt Sounds of Paſſive Obe- 
dience and Non-reſiſtance muſt now ring again 
in the Ears of Britons; now muſt we be taught 
once more implicitely to believe, that a King de- 
rives his Commiſſion from God alone, and can- 
not be accountable in the leaſt to the People; 
and though he were to unſheath the Sword of 
Tyranny, and juſt ready to imbrue it in the Blood 
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of the whole Nation, yet even then Self. defence 


were a moſt damnable Sin, and no other Reſi- 


ſtance even then to be uſed but that of Prayers 


and Tears. 5 | . 
Nor will any one, who ever coolly examined 


the Hiſtory of this Nation, be influenced in the 


leaſt with the other ſpecious Pretences this Perfon' 
makes uſe of, ſuch as thoſe liberal Promiſes of 
making the Nation conſummarely happy, and, 
by the Affiſtance of imaginary Parliaments, erect- 


ing it into a Kingdom of the Juſt. Britiſh Parlia- 


ments, he would ſoon find, are leſs obſequious, 
and know their own Strength better than he would 
ſeem to be aware of, as thoſe Anceſtors he boaſts 
of frequently knew, and one of them too mourn- 
fully experienced. Bur all thoſe Shadows vaniſh 
at once, when we reflect, that his Religion can 
diſſolve the Force of the moſt ſacred Oaths, that, 
with the Air of a Tyrant, he has already affect - 
ed to * aſſume the united Powers of the whole 
Legiſlature; and when we reflect, that the Throne 
he aſcends muſt be founded in the Blood of thoſe 
he calls his Subjects. | | 5 

As for thoſe unhappy Men who have drawn 
their Swords in ſupport of this Rebellion, whoſe 
very Succeſs would prove their own Deſtruction, 
were I to deſcribe the barbarous Ignorance of the 
greateſt Part, the repeated Perjury of many, the 
cruel Returns made by ſome of them for that un- 


_ exampled Lenity to which they owe their Lives, 


and the very Means which enabled them to re- 


bel, the flagitious Ingratitude of others, who 


* See the Proclamation, October 9. 1745, 


2 . have 
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have been fed. by the Hand of the Government, 
and the unnatural Parricide committed hy all up- 
on the Lays of their Mother- country; were Ito 
inſiſt on theſe Things, it might look like tranſ- 

| preſſing that publick Affection to which I have 

been exhorting. They are our Countrymen, — 
and, as ſuch, demand, that a Veil of Charity be 
drawn even over their Conduct; and ir is our 
Duty earneſtly ro wiſh and pray, chat they may 
as yet be brought to diſtin A prejudi- 
ced Opinion and ſubſtantial Truth, between par- 
tial or perſonal Grievances, and univerſal Ruin 
beyond Poſſibility of Recovery. | 
Thus, my Brethren, have I endeayoured to 
give publick Teſtimony to the Truth, careleſs e- 
qually of Party-rage or Party- applauſe; happy, 
it capable to kindle in your Breaſts the leaſt Spark 
of publick Spirit; too happy, it thus contributing 
in the ſmalleſt Degree to ſtrengthen the common 
Cauſe of Mankind and diſtant Poſterity. 
Let us then all be exhorted, let us all be ob- 
teſted by the Love of God, by the Love of Chriſt, 
and, as we value the facred Name of Chriftians, 
of Freemen and Proteſtants, to ule our utmoſt law- 
ful Efforts in ſypportiog our rightful Sovereign, 
in reſtoring Peace to our Country, and in defend- 
ing our Confticution; our valuable Conſtitution! 
the Envy and Admiration of Foreigners; that no- 
ble Fabrick, the Work of ſo many Ages, reared 
up at ſuch precious Coſt, that has ſtood unhurt a- 
midſt all the Storms of contending Parties, and 
was brought to its faireſt Proportion by the Revo- 
Jution, that grand ra of Britiſʒ Liberty. 
And, to conclude, may the Father of Truth, 
and the great Friend of Mankind, cheriſh and 
| | creale 
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creaſe that Spirit of Freedom, that has been re- 
viving of late in this Nation: May the Love of 
their Country reign in the Hearts of all, ſo as to 
prevail over every Sentiment of Indifference, falſe 
Prudence, or unſeaſonable Moderation: And may 
the Senſe of Liberty, like a ſacred Flame, burn 
on in the Hearts of Britons, till Time ſhall be no 
more; that they may ever contemn Slavery and 
{laviſh Principles; that they may ever prefer the 
Intereſt of a Nation to that of a ſingle Perſon or 
Family; that they may ever dare to aſſert their 
free-born Privileges, to tread Tyranny under 
their Feet, and cruſh the Tyrant wherever he ap- 
pears. | 
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